John W. Rehkopf
June 13, 1931 - May 7, 2019

John was born in the height of the Depression in Toledo, Ohio, to Laverne and John
Rehkopf on June 13. 1931. At nine or ten years of age, one of his favorite little jobs was
working at his grandparents’ store. They were the Reinbolds of Toledo, Ohio. After high
school, John proudly enlisted in the US Army at 19 years old and served his country in the
Korean Conflict. He often said that his military training gave him the discipline and drive
that shaped his life. John Rehkopf was awarded the Bronze Star, it is awarded for
meritorious and heroic effort in a combat zone.
After he married Jean, they raised their family of four three daughters and one son in
Maumee, Ohio. John started his working career as a tool and die maker. Because he was
always ambitious and driven, John went on to gain recognition in that field. He stayed in
the trade for ten years and loved every minute of it.
Then the entrepreneurial spirit entered his life, and he started his own business in the
injection plastic molding industry. Through long hours of work and an intense drive, he
built a very successful business. He went on to become the owner and CEO of Midwest
Molding in Indiana. John served primarily the automotive and railroad industries with his
plastic parts. One his greatest achievements was making spoilers that would last through
harsh winters. He gained recognition in Detroit, Michigan. His plant employed 300
employees and ran all three shifts.
After retirement, he settled in North Ft. Myers in the beautiful country club estates known
as Heron’s Glen. Again, the entrepreneurial spirit reignited, and he became the owner of
35 golf carts that he rented and sold. His business was called JR Golf Carts. He continued
his business when he moved to Largo, Florida, in 2015. He sold and repaired many golf
carts in the mobile home parks.
He spent his finally four years in Largo, Florida, with his new partner, Patricia Vaillancourt.
In the summer, these two snowbirds went north to their seasonal home in Salisbury,
Massachusetts. He loved learning about New England; he loved the beauty of the White
Mountains and the charm of the sea, especially spectacular and picturesque Gloucester,
Massachusetts. He loved the Schooner Festival and the amazing whale watches they did
yearly. Lastly, John became a lover of chowder, lobster, and fried clams. He also truly
loved an old English drink known as the Dark and Stormy, a wonderful rum drink many

sailors enjoyed.
He worked and exercised daily until his illness in the winter of 2019. He passed away at
Largo Medical Center on May 7, 2019, with his son Craig Rehkopf by his side.
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Comments

“

He was my DAD. It’s hard to verbalize such a force. Determined, loving and
somewhat fearless are the qualities He possessed and gave to Me.

cherie - May 13, 2019 at 06:18 PM

“

John, You were always happy when you came here to visit us with Pat. We shared
many laughs together, stories and happy times. I will miss your big hugs , kisses and
your precious smile. Thoughts are with all of you at this time. Love Gail Allain

Gail Allain - May 12, 2019 at 04:08 PM

“

Our sympathies are with Craig, Jan, and family on the loss of your dad. Our
thoughts, prayers and love are with you.
Tom and Ann Kemmerley

Ann Kemmerley - May 11, 2019 at 03:14 PM

“

John and I was best of friends working side by side with the Golf Cart business that
he start in the Glen. truthful John didn't know how many he had all over the Glen and
rented and he was always making sure we had all base covered, but he was always
calling me to get things in order for him. He was a great man and a good man to me
a man that you will never forget and proud to say he was my friend. John was a
fighter and I know the last few months was hard on him but He just kept getting up
and trying it again . John I already miss you and will never forget you. Rest in Peace
and may God Bless You.
A Friend For Ever DANDY DAN

Daniel Thomas - May 11, 2019 at 03:08 PM

“

John was so active! Around campfire last summer, he was up and down, feeding the
fire, truly enjoying himself!
He will be missed at Music Festivals in Lowell and Salem!
Your memory is a blessing, John!

Ruthie True - May 11, 2019 at 01:21 PM

“

So sorry for your loss Craig. You are in our thoughts prayers.

Braida Bunch - May 11, 2019 at 10:23 AM

